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Special Hugo Award category announced for 2019
Dublin 2019, an Irish Worldcon, the 77th World Science Fiction Convention, (“Worldcon”)
taking place in Dublin Ireland in August 2019, announced today that a special Hugo
category for “Best Art Book” will be included in the 2019 Hugo Awards, and the
Retrospective Hugo Awards for 1944.
The Hugo Awards are the leading awards for excellence in the field of science fiction
and fantasy, and have been presented at Worldcons since 1953. They are voted on by
members of each year’s Worldcon.
Art books formerly featured strongly in the Best Related Work Hugo Award
category, and its predecessors, Best Related Book and Best Non-Fiction Book, and also
in the former Hugo category Best Original Artwork. Finalists and winners included
collections of works by significant figures in genre art, and annual anthologies of notable
and award-winning art works.
Although fewer art books have appeared on the Hugo ballot in recent years, many genre
art books of various types are published annually, and they continue to generate intense
interest from both reviewers and the wider fan community. The Hugo Category Study
committee is also considering Best Art Book as a potential permanent category.

“The Hugo Awards encourage and appreciate the creation of great SF&F genre work,
whether in prose, dramatized or visual form,” said Vincent Docherty, WSFS Division
Head for the convention. “Dublin 2019 is pleased to honour the ongoing contributions
made by artists to the field of science fiction and fantasy in what will be the 80th
anniversary of the first Worldcon – whose sole Guest of Honour was artist Frank R. Paul.”
An eligible work for this special Hugo award is any art book in the field of science fiction,
fantasy, or fandom, appearing for the first time during the previous calendar year or
which has been substantially modified during the previous calendar year, and which is
not eligible in Best Graphic Story.
More than 4300 people have already registered for Dublin 2019, which will be held from
August 15 to August 19 at the Convention Centre Dublin and other locations around the
city (Worldcon Fringe). At least 700 of those registered say they will be attending
Worldcon for the first time.
Other activities will include the spectacular Masquerade costume display, author
readings and autograph sessions, feature films and videos, academic presentations, and
panel discussions on speculative literature and other media, many involving fans and
audience.
Guests of Honour for Dublin 2019 include screenwriter and Hugo winner Ian McDonald,
as well as YA author Diane Duane and game designer Steve Jackson (Melee, Chaos
Machine, Munchkin) and editor Ginjer Buchanan. Science Guest of Honour will be Dame
Jocelyn Bell Burnell, who discovered radio pulsars in 1967 as a postgraduate student.
Bill and Mary Burns will be fan Guests of Honour.
More information and membership registration for Dublin 2019 are available at
https://dublin2019.com. Follow us on Twitter at @dublin2019.
More information on the Hugo Awards is available at http://www.thehugoawards.org/.
To subscribe or unsubscribe to media releases, complete the form at
https://dublin2019.com/press or write to press@dublin2019.com.
ENDS
The World Science Fiction Convention (Worldcon) is a five-day event that has been held
annually since 1939 (apart from a four-year break during the Second World War). Dublin
2019 is the Worldcon's first visit to the Republic of Ireland and the eleventh visit to
Europe as a whole. For more information, see www.dublin2019.com.
“World Science Fiction Society”, “WSFS”, “World Science Fiction Convention”,
“Worldcon”, “NASFiC” “Hugo Award”, the Hugo Award Logo, and the distinctive design

of the Hugo Award Trophy Rocket are service marks of the World Science Fiction
Society, an unincorporated literary society.

