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Dublin 2019 to present the 1944 Retro Hugo Awards 

Dublin 2019: An Irish Worldcon has announced that it will present Retro Hugo Awards for 

1944, honouring genre work created in 1943, as well as the 2019 Hugo Awards for work 

created in 2018.  

The Hugo Awards are the premier award in the science fiction genre, honoring science 

fiction literature and media as well as the genre's fans. The Awards were first presented at 

the 1953 World Science Fiction Convention in Philadelphia (Philcon II), and they have 

continued to honor science fiction and fantasy notables for more than 60 years. A full history 

of the Awards can be found on their official website, www.thehugoawards.org. 

Worldcon committees have for some time had the option of awarding Retrospective ("Retro") 

Hugo Awards for past Worldcon years where they had not been presented 25, 50, or 100 

years prior to the contemporary convention. Under a recent change, however, Retro Hugos 

can also be presented for the World War II years when the convention was on hiatus, by a 

convention held some multiple of 25 years later.  Dublin 2019 will be taking advantage of this 

unique opportunity. The 2018 Worldcon (Worldcon 76, to be held in San Jose, California) 

has simultaneously announced that it will similarly be presenting the Retro Hugos for 1943, 

honouring work from 1942. 

Dublin 2019 will present the Retro Hugos as part of a First Night extravaganza, also 

featuring the event's official Opening Ceremonies, on the evening of Thursday, August 15, 

2019.  This highlight event will celebrate the past, present and future of both Worldcon and 

the science fiction genre. 
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According to Dublin 2019 chair James Bacon, “despite the tumultuous events unfolding 

around the world, there was no shortage of speculative fiction being published during the 

war years - including the introductory versions of works destined to become classics. 

Similarly, both live and animated cinematic works offered a popular option for people 

seeking to escape the reality of everyday life." 

A celebratory video, showcasing some of the eligible works for the 1943 and 1944 Retro 

Hugo Awards, can be watched at www.youtube.com/watch?v=E4OWPON_s3o. 

 

ENDS 

The World Science Fiction Convention (Worldcon) is a five-day event that has been held 

annually since 1939 (apart from a four-year break during the Second World War). Dublin 

2019 is the Worldcon's first visit to the Republic of Ireland and the eleventh visit to Europe as 

a whole. For more information, see www.dublin2019.com.  

“World Science Fiction Society”, “WSFS”, “World Science Fiction Convention”, “Worldcon”, 

“NASFiC” “Hugo Award”, the Hugo Award Logo, and the distinctive design of the Hugo 

Award Trophy Rocket are service marks of the World Science Fiction Society, an 

unincorporated literary society. 
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